
CONSERVATION PLANNING IN THE PRAIRIES: DOES WATERFOWL MANAGEMENT 
HELP GRASSLAND BIRDS? 
 
DOUGLAS H. JOHNSON*, USGS NORTHERN PRAIRIE WILDLIFE RESEARCH CENTER, 
DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES, WILDLIFE & CONSERVATION BIOLOGY, 204 HODSON 
HALL, 1980 FOLWELL AVENUE, SAINT PAUL MN 55108  
 
STEPHEN K. DAVIS, CANADIAN WILDLIFE SERVICE, 2365 ALBERT STREET ROOM 300, 
REGINA, SK S4P 4K1, CANADA  
 
ROLF R. KOFORD, USGS IOWA COOPERATIVE FISH AND WILDLIFE RESEARCH UNIT, 
IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY, SCIENCE HALL II, AMES, IA 50011. 
 
Abstract:  Conservation planning and management activities in the northern plains traditionally have 
strongly emphasized waterfowl.  We address issues involving nongame birds, especially grassland and 
wetland birds, of the northern plains.  We argue that most species of prairie waterfowl are in fact grassland 
birds and, accordingly, protection and management of nesting habitat for waterfowl involves grasslands.  
Waterfowl differ from other grassland birds in that they have a strong constituency that provides political 
and financial support for management that benefits them.  Many management practices applied for 
waterfowl also benefit many species of nongame birds; these practices include protection of wetlands and 
native grassland, conversion of croplands to grasslands, restoration of wetlands, and periodic management 
interventions using fire, grazing, and haying.  A few waterfowl management practices, such as nest baskets, 
do not benefit nongame species, and few practices are beneficial to all non-target species.  The 
consequences of predator management to nongame birds are much more complex than for waterfowl, 
because nongame birds are influenced by a broader variety of predators.  We examine the array of 
management practices currently being deployed and how their effects on nongame birds are being 
evaluated, both in Canada and the United States.  Although most waterfowl management practices are 
beneficial for a number of non-target species, requirements of nongame grassland and wetland birds as a 
group are more diverse than waterfowl and do not respond to management practices as uniformly as do 
waterfowl. 
 
 


